[image: image1.png]



Contact: Margaret Schauer

       For Immediate Release


Kentucky Council on Economic Education

(502) 267-3573
margaret@econ.org
www.econ.org

November 7, 2006

Trimble County High School Receives $300 Hilliard Lyons Grant for Stock Market Education Program from the Kentucky Council on Economic Education

Grant allows newly accepted Hilliard Lyons 100+ Club school to support the participation of 30 teams in the fall 2006 Take Stock in Kentucky online investment program 
Louisville, Kentucky – On September 20, 2006, the Kentucky Council on Economic Education (KCEE) awarded a $300 Hilliard Lyons-sponsored grant to Trimble County High School to support 30 teams in the fall 2006 Take Stock in Kentucky online investment simulation. 

The Hilliard Lyons 100+ Club school grant program, which began in December 2004, requires schools to register at least 100 students as participants in the Take Stock in Kentucky or the Stock Market Game programs. Trimble County High School has 150 students from seven classes playing Take Stock in Kentucky under the guidance of Business Education teacher Paul Ruggeri.

This is the school’s first entry in either the Stock Market Game or Take Stock in Kentucky, Ruggeri says.

“Trimble County High School is a small, rural high school of around 500 students,” he explains. “Our business program enrolls about one-third of our students in computer, accounting and general business classes. I am adding the [Stock Market Game] in an effort to expose our students to the workings of the financial markets and to demonstrate the connection between what we do in business and all of the other subjects [the students] take … all of our business classes will participate and our students are excited.”

The grants, offered to public and private schools (grades four-12), will pay the fees up to $300 for team participation in either the Stock Market Game or Take Stock in Kentucky, and will include a set of teacher resources valued at $50. The programs are offered each fall and spring semester and the fee is $10 per team.

Take Stock in Kentucky, an offshoot of the Stock Market Game, encourages students to learn about businesses in Kentucky as they learn about investing for their futures.
Paul Moretti, CFO of Hilliard Lyons, says, “Take Stock in Kentucky and the Stock Market Game offer children the opportunity to learn about a vital component of our economy in a fun and competitive environment, both of which (fun and competition) are important in our society.”
KCEE Vice President Susan Sandage agrees, believing that teachers benefit as well.

“Hilliard Lyons 100+ Clubs are a great opportunity for teacher teams to work together to enhance the reading, writing, math, and technology skills of their students,” she says.

The impact of the Stock Market Game and Take Stock in Kentucky is far-reaching: The programs had a total participation of 10, 549 students in the last school year.
“Children are like sponges that absorb everything that comes their way,” Moretti reflects. “The earlier we can get children involved in economic and financial education, the better they will be prepared to become productive members of our society and develop an entrepreneurial spirit that is critically needed in our communities.”  
About the Kentucky Council on Economic Education

The Kentucky Council on Economic Education, a 501 © (3) nonprofit, is an affiliate member of the National Council on Economic Education, a nationwide network that leads in promoting economic literacy with students and their teachers. KCEE's mission is to champion the teaching and learning of economics with academic integrity, responsiveness and creativity. During its 32-year history as the leader in economic education in Kentucky, KCEE-engaged economic educators have ensured the delivery of economics and financial literacy to more than one million Kentucky students. KCEE is the only organization in Kentucky that promotes economic literacy by engaging teachers to teach the fourth “R” – real life economics. For more information about KCEE programs and services, visit www.econ.org or call Jan Mester, President, at 1-800 – I – DO - ECON.

About the Stock Market Game™

The Stock Market Game™ is a trademark of the Foundation for Investor Education, a nonprofit organization dedicated to developing and providing learning resources for investors of all ages, raising the level of investor awareness in the U.S., supporting research programs, and advocating the advancement of investor education. For more information visit  www.foundationforinvestoreducation.org.
About Take Stock in Kentucky
Take Stock in Kentucky, developed by KCEE using the Stock Market Game simulation, is an online program with students researching and investing only in companies headquartered in Kentucky, with state offices or subsidiaries, or in companies that are of special interest to the economy of Kentucky. Teams of two to six students build portfolios of Kentucky investments starting with $100,000 in imaginary funds over a period of 10 weeks. 
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