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McCracken County’s Future Stockbrokers are All Winners in Fall 2006 Take Stock in Kentucky Online Simulation

Louisville, Kentucky – On Monday, December 11, 2006, the top 10 statewide winners in the Kentucky Council on Economic Education’s (KCEE) Take Stock in Kentucky stock market education program were announced. Half of the student teams hail from McCracken County—an area seemingly bursting at the seams with future stockbrokers. 
In first and third places statewide are fifth-grade teacher and KCEE Teacher Advocate Tina Hayes’ teams from Farley Elementary School in McCracken County, with respective portfolio values of $127, 949.05 and $112,697.35, and respectively finishing 22.0511% and 6.7994% above the S&P 500. In second, fourth and ninth places statewide are teacher Karla Lindsey’s teams from Reidland Elementary School, also located in McCracken County, with respective portfolio values of $115,783.48, $110,257.18 and $105,335.49, respectively finishing 9.8855% and 4.3592% above the S&P 500, and .5624% below the S&P500. Farley Elementary is also the western elementary/middle school regional winner.

For fall 2006, 317 teams of 1,519 students and 47 teachers at 46 schools participated in the Take Stock in Kentucky program.

Sponsored by Hilliard Lyons, Take Stock in Kentucky, a spinoff of the national Stock Market Game simulation, requires students to enroll in teams and manage a simulated investment portfolio for 10 weeks. The Stock Market Game lasts 15 weeks.

Starting with a virtual cash account of $100,000, students strive to create the best-performing portfolio using a live-Internet trading simulation. Students research and evaluate Kentucky companies and stock data and make investment decisions based on what they’ve learned. They work together in teams, developing leadership, organization, negotiation, and cooperation skills as they compete for the top ranking on portfolio equity—and winning cash awards of $300 (1st place), $200 (2nd place) or $100 (3rd place), plus $50 for a pizza party.
Paul Moretti, CFO of Hilliard Lyons, says, “Take Stock in Kentucky and the Stock Market Game offer children the opportunity to learn about a vital component of our economy in a fun and competitive environment, both of which (fun and competition) are important in our society.”
KCEE Vice President Susan Sandage agrees, adding that teachers, like students, benefit from Take Stock in Kentucky and Stock Market Game.
“The Take Stock in Kentucky and Stock Market Game programs are a great opportunity for teacher teams to work together to enhance the reading, writing, math, and technology skills of their students,” she says.

About the Kentucky Council on Economic Education

The Kentucky Council on Economic Education, a 501 © (3) nonprofit, is an affiliate member of the National Council on Economic Education, a nationwide network that leads in promoting economic literacy with students and their teachers. KCEE's mission is to champion the teaching and learning of economics with academic integrity, responsiveness and creativity. During its 32-year history as the leader in economic education in Kentucky, KCEE-engaged economic educators have ensured the delivery of economics and financial literacy to more than one million Kentucky students. KCEE is the only organization in Kentucky that promotes economic literacy by engaging teachers to teach the fourth “R” – real life economics. For more information about KCEE programs and services, visit www.econ.org or call Jan Mester, President, at 1-800 – I – DO - ECON.
About the Stock Market Game™

The Stock Market Game™ is a trademark of the Foundation for Investor Education, a nonprofit organization dedicated to developing and providing learning resources for investors of all ages, raising the level of investor awareness in the U.S., supporting research programs, and advocating the advancement of investor education. For more information visit  www.foundationforinvestoreducation.org.
About Take Stock in Kentucky

Take Stock in Kentucky, developed by KCEE using the Stock Market Game simulation, is an online program with students researching and investing only in companies headquartered in Kentucky, with state offices or subsidiaries, or in companies that are of special interest to the economy of Kentucky. Teams of two to six students build portfolios of Kentucky investments starting with $100,000 in imaginary funds over a period of 10 weeks. 
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