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Two Paducah-Area Students Top-Ranked in National “InvestWrite” Essay Contest

Livingston Central High School Junior Melody Walker Wins 4th Place Nationally and 1st in the State High School Division; Farley Elementary 5th Grader Justin Byram Places 1st in the State Elementary Division


Louisville, Kentucky – Two Paducah-area students recently netted top spots in the “InvestWrite” essay contest, a national writing competition promoted in Kentucky by the Kentucky Council on Economic Education (KCEE) and nationally sponsored by the Foundation for Investor Education. Out of 11,138 total submissions, Livingston Central High School junior Melody Walker’s essay, “Revlon vs. Physician’s Formula,” placed fourth nationally and first in the state high school division. Farley Elementary School fifth-grader Justin Byram’s essay, “Imagine,” ranked first in the state elementary school division.
Walker’s essay, which examined personal products competitors Revlon and Physician’s Formula through a close study of the two companies’ statistical data, garnered a $100 gift card from the Foundation for Investor Education and $100 cash award from KCEE.  Greta Ramage, Walker’s business teacher, received a $50 gift card from the Foundation for Investor Education and $50 cash from KCEE.
Ramage believes that Walker’s national and regional awards will positively impact her fellow students at Livingston Central High School and create more interest in investing in the stock market.

“A lot of the students don’t think about it being within their grasp, but they see now that the stock market is a doable thing, that it’s real,” Ramage says.

Byram’s essay, “Imagine,” explored reinvesting in dividend-paying stocks as a method of building wealth and achieving financial independence. In a special presentation in February, Byram will receive a check for $100 from KCEE, and Byram’s Economics and Government teacher, Tina Hayes, will receive a check for $50. 
The Foundation for Investor Education’s “InvestWrite,” designed for grades four-12, is an essay contest open to classes participating in the Stock Market Game online investment simulation program. Donna C. Peterman, the Foundation’s chairman and senior vice president of PNC Financial Services Group, says that the “teacher-designed competition provides a critical tool in raising student awareness of the importance of savings and investing. This competition enables students to use analytical, research and writing skills in real-world situations.”

Susan Sandage, KCEE’s vice president agrees, saying, “The ‘InvestWrite’ essay competition offers a whole new dimension to the Stock Market Game, allowing students to use their thinking/writing skills to express their knowledge about various aspects of investing.” 
For more information about past and current “InvestWrite” winners, please visit: www.econ.org/smg/investwritewinners.html.
About the Kentucky Council on Economic Education
The Kentucky Council on Economic Education, a 501 © (3) nonprofit, is an affiliate member of the National Council on Economic Education, a nationwide network that leads in promoting economic literacy with students and their teachers. KCEE's mission is to champion the teaching and learning of economics with academic integrity, responsiveness and creativity. During its 33-year history as the leader in economic education in Kentucky, KCEE-engaged economic educators have ensured the delivery of economics and financial literacy to more than one million Kentucky students. KCEE is the only organization in Kentucky that promotes economic literacy by engaging teachers to teach the fourth “R” – real life economics. For more information about KCEE programs and services, visit www.econ.org or call Jan Mester, President, at 1-800 – I – DO - ECON.
InvestWrite

InvestWrite is an innovative national writing competition, produced by The Stock Market Game™ program, which adds a critical thinking component to help reinforce concepts learned in the classroom, building a bridge between classroom learning and potential real-world investment decisions. Students are provided a topic and an investment scenario, which requires them to assess, research, and then formulate possible solutions based on their own findings, logic, and ideas.  

The Stock Market Game™ 

Since 1977, The Stock Market Game™ program has given educators a way to improve the learning experience in thousands of classrooms. Teachers have successfully used The Stock Market Game Program to enliven core academic subjects - including math, social studies, and language arts-and research has shown there's no better way to teach the importance of saving and investing.   More information on The Stock Market Game Program can be found at http://www.sia.com/smgprogram/.

The Foundation for Investor Education
The Foundation for Investor Education, an affiliate of the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, is a charitable, educational not-for-profit (501-c-3) organization dedicated to advocating investor education in the U.S.  The Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association bring together the shared interests of more than 650 securities firms, banks and asset managers. SIFMA's mission is to promote policies and practices that work to expand and perfect markets, foster the development of new products and services and create efficiencies for member firms, while preserving and enhancing the public's trust and confidence in the markets and the industry. SIFMA works to represent its members’ interests locally and globally. It has offices in New York, Washington D.C., and London and its associated firm, the Asia Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association, is based in Hong Kong.
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